
Each year, the Arkansas Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals celebrates National Philanthropy Day with 
the individuals, corporations and organizations that lead our collective efforts of building a better future for Central Arkansas. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 20, our local AFP chapter recognizes its honorees at an awards luncheon.

Whether it’s the youthful philanthropic spirit of the North Little Rock Mayor’s Youth Council or the well-established 
support of the Philip Jonsson Foundation, this year’s award recipients exemplify the essence of a generous community. 

Their benevolence supports organizations that improve and enrich the lives of all Arkansans.  
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OUTSTANDING	  
FUNDRAISING	  
PROFESSIONAL:
Wanda	  Hoover

“I love – love, love, love – meeting new 
people and really getting to know them and 
what makes them passionate. Donors want 
to have an impact, but more than that, they 
want to feel they have a relationship with 
the organization or cause they support. I 
think that helps me be a better and more 
successful fundraiser.” – Wanda Hoover
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HY YOU SHOULD KNOW HER 
As assistant dean for external relations, Wanda spends her 
time and energy at UALR Bowen School of Law raising 
money for student scholarships. She hopes that scholarship 

recipients recognize the significance of the gift – not just in terms of money, 
but also to pay it forward and help others achieve their goals. Prior to this 
professional role, she implemented the first marketing and development 
campaign for the Clinton Presidential Center as director of development 
and marketing at the Clinton Foundation.

HER PHILANTHROPIC LIFE WAS SHAPED BY her mother, a 
dedicated volunteer in their schools and community. Wanda experienced at 
an early age the value of making a difference. Looking back, she realizes she’s 
lucky to have had someone in her life that understood – and demonstrated – 
the value of community.

GROWING UP, Wanda was one of five majorette girls nominated for band 
queen. The crowned queen raised the most money for new band uniforms. Her 
family and friends rallied with support. They hosted bake sales, car washes and 
other fun fundraisers. “Sometimes I stop and think about what I do and how it’s 
not all that different from those days washing cars for band uniforms,” she says. “I 
like to think I’m a little more sophisticated now. But it’s still the same. And I still 
love every minute of it.”

SHE KEEPS LIVING AND GIVING IN CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
because Little Rock is the perfect mix of small town and big city. It’s small 
enough to feel like you know everyone and large enough to offer institutions 
of great music, theatre, art and education, Wanda says. “As a professional 
fundraiser, I get to work right in the middle of where those two worlds – people 
and great institutions – intersect.” 

SURPRISINGLY, Wanda says, Bowen School of Law was named one of the 
top 20 best value law schools in the nation. “The new dean of Bowen, Michael 
Hunter Schwartz, brings a strong commitment to student success. He has written 
books on the topic and is passionate about it from the moment our students 
enroll at Bowen, all the way through to graduation and into their careers of 
service to the Arkansas community as lawyers.”

PHILOSOPHY TO LIVE BY
Pay it forward – “We all have a responsibility to build a better community. 
Everyone has the ability to give something back.”

GIVING THANKS
Wanda is thankful for her faith, family – especially the son she adores – 
and friends. 

FAVORITE THANKSGIVING FOOD
Her mother’s cornbread dressing – Wanda makes it in memory of her mom as a 
way to keep her mom in her heart.

Makeup by Bridget Baltimore with Barbara/Jean
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OUTSTANDING	  VOLUNTEER	  ORGANIZATION:
North	  Little	  Rock	  Mayor’s	  Youth	  Council,	  featuring	  advisor	  and	  program	  founder

	  Jan	  Scholl	  and	  2013	  Council	  Volunteers	  of	  the	  Year	  Mattie	  Thacker	  &	  Raygan	  Sylvester
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HY YOU SHOULD KNOW THEM 
Together, students Mattie Thacker and Raygan Sylves-
ter served more than 2,000 volunteer hours last school 
year through the North Little Rock Mayor’s Youth 

Council. Founded by teacher Jan Scholl in 1999, the service-learning 
program encourages students to choose and create their own community 
projects. Mattie’s “Bake A Difference” bake sale provided 750 meals at this 
summer’s Canvas Community Church. Raygan rasied car safety awareness 
throughout Arkansas with her buckle-up program. Collectively, the council 
has contributed thousands of dollars over the years to Rice Depot, Salva-
tion Army, Big Brothers Big Sisters, among other organizations. 

WHAT SETS THEM APART
Mattie – citizen of the United States and Australia. 
Raygan – founder of her own nonprofit, “Think S.A.F.E.: Seatbelts Are 
For Everyone,” at age 15 after her college-aged brother, Cody, was in a 
life-threatening car accident. His seatbelt saved his life. 
Jan – mother of adopted daughter from Russia.

FROM THEIR YOUNGER YEARS 
Mattie’s favorite volunteering memory includes her best friend and the 
creation of their first service project in the eighth grade. “Loving Lines” 
collected bedding for Our House Shelter for the Working Homeless.

Volunteering “hooked” Raygan in fifth grade when she and her friends 
helped purchase more than 100 bicycles for children by selling Christmas 
ornaments, personalized cards and holiday treats. Several officers and 
administrators at the Pulaski County Sheriff’s Office matched their 
fundraising efforts.

JAN’S PHILANTHROPIC LIFE WAS SHAPED BY her aunt, 
who transformed her role as a teacher into a community servant. Near 
Russellville where she grew up, coal mining provided jobs in the 1940s 
and 50s, but the families were often living in poverty. Her aunt helped 
provide the children’s most basic needs so these students could succeed in 
school. Even in her 80s, her former students thanked her with fresh baked 
goods and fresh produce. 

GROWING UP, Mattie has always looked up to her mom – a strong, 
supportive woman who knows how to get things done. Raygan has been 
inspired by her Grandpa Bob, who works every day to help others, whether 
it’s volunteering at food pantries, working with the homeless or teaching 
at-risk teens. 

WHAT’S NEXT
After graduating from Hendrix College, Mattie plans to attend the Clinton School 
of Public Service. Raygan hopes to become a member of the State Farm Youth Advi-
sory Board, comprised of 30 teens from across North America who meet throughout 
the year and distribute more than $5 million in grants. And for the youth council, 
Jan says it’s working toward having an all-access playground built in Burns Park. 

PHILOSOPHY TO LIVE BY
Mattie – “We are all siblings in the human family, and family looks after family.”
Raygan – “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”
Jan – “The best gift you can ever give someone is your time.”
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“I love to volunteer and know it’s something I will continue after 
high school. I believe that many years from now I will still be involved 

in community service work because I genuinely enjoy it.” – Raygan Sylvester

“The Youth Council helped me realize what I really want to do with my life 
– to serve the community and make an impact in the nonprofit sector. 

It opened my eyes to the needs in the community and showed me I can 
help meet those needs.” – Mattie Thacker

“Working with kids that are committed to causes is a beautiful thing. 
For their commitment, these two girls were named council volunteers 
of the year for 2013.” – Jan Scholl, executive director of the youth council

Mattie Thacker, Jan Scholl and Raygan Sylvester
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OUTSTANDING	  
PHILANTHROPISTS:
Janet	  &	  Dr.	  Glenn	  Davis

“You don’t have to be great to start, but you have to 
start to be great.” – Glenn Davis
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HY YOU SHOULD KNOW THEM 
To commemorate Christmas in 2008, education advocates 
Janet and Dr. Glenn Davis and their children established 
the Janet Davis Endowed Scholarship at Pulaski Technical 

College. Through the examples of their parents and teachers, a sense of sharing 
was instilled in them. Janet and Glenn, a retired gastroenterologist, received the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Breath of Life Award last year, and Janet’s involve-
ment with the Museum of Discovery was vital to its successful move to the River 
Market.

GLENN’S PHILANTHROPIC LIFE was shaped by his involvement as a 
Boy Scout, 4-H Club member and his parents’ exemplary volunteer service in 
their church and community. 

JANET’S PHILANTHROPIC LIFE was shaped by her father’s career in the 
Air Force and his special consideration for homesick sailors by bringing them 
home for dinner and the holidays. 

GROWING UP, there were times that Glenn and his family received 
assistance and he’ll never forget the difference it made. Now, Janet and Glenn 
are able to help their own family. “We do feel it’s important to share what we 
have and try to involve others. We have many friends who do this, and we learn 
from them.”

THEY KEEP LIVING AND GIVING IN CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
because they are proud of Little Rock and the people who make the city great. 
They enjoy contributing to the many organizations that create better lives for 
people. Many small efforts make large results, they believe. 

SURPRISINGLY, Glenn is into developing beverages. A co-inventor of 
Golytely, a bowel cleansing solution, he is now involved with a winemaking 
project in Napa. “As one friend emphasizes, the vintages of wine are much more 
appealing than the vintages of Golytely,” jokes Glenn.

PHILOSOPHY TO LIVE BY 
“Helping others is not just an option but a duty.”

GIVING THANKS
Janet and Glenn are grateful for their ever-growing family and their friends. 
They share the Outstanding Philanthropist award with family and friends who 
help them do what they do, Glenn says.

FAVORITE THANKSGIVING FOOD
Glenn – turkey 
Janet – pumpkin pie  

Janet’s hair & makeup by Jennifer Jones with Stilo Salon
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OUTSTANDING	  
FOUNDATION	  :
Philip	  Jonsson	  Foundation,	  

featuring	  Philip	  Jonsson

“Central Arkansas is beautiful, but it’s mainly about 
the people. I help them and they help me. I don’t think 
there are any finer people.” – Philip Jonsson
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HY YOU SHOULD KNOW THEM 
Philip and his son, Steve, serve as board members for many 
organizations throughout the community. Steve is CEO of 
the family’s company, Signal Media, comprised of local radio 

stations: The Buzz 103.7, The Point 94.1 and the The Heartbeat 106.7. The 
Philip Jonsson Foundation, established in 1977, supports innovation in educa-
tion, medical research and technology. Among other organizations, the founda-
tion has given to the University of Medical Sciences Winthrop P. Rockefeller 
Cancer Institute and UAMS Center on Aging as well as ACCESS and Pulaski 
Technical College.

HIS PHILANTHROPIC LIFE was shaped by his father, J. Erik Jonsson, 
founder of Texas Instruments Inc. and later chairman of the board of directors. 
Mr. Jonsson was the son of Swedish immigrants and had the strongest work ethic 
of anyone, his son says. He served as mayor of Dallas, Texas, for three terms and 
instilled the importance of civic leadership in his son. The foundation solidifies 
the family’s legacy of community involvement.

GROWING UP, Philip was most inspired by being a Boy Scout. In 1936, he 
attended the first Boy Scout Jamboree ever held in Washington, D.C. His 
nurturing and supportive mother, Margaret, was horrified that Philip’s troop 
brought and traded horned toads for baby alligators with the Florida troop.

HE KEEPS LIVING AND GIVING IN CENTRAL ARKANSAS because 
of its people. The physical environment is beautiful, but the people are great, 
Philip says. “I help them and they help me. I don’t think there are any finer 
people.”

SURPRISINGLY, unlike some other foundations, the Philip Jonsson 
Foundation is truly run by the family (his children), he notes.

PHILOSOPHY TO LIVE BY
The Boy Scout Oath: “On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and 
my country and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at all times, to keep 
myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.”

GIVING THANKS
Philip is grateful for his wife, Diane, his four “fantastic” children, his grandsons 
and their one and only granddaughter.

FAVORITE THANKSGIVING FOOD
Traditional turkey and dressing with cranberries

As shared with Debbie West, community relations for Signal Media
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OUTSTANDING	  
CORPORATION	  :
Crow-Burlingame	  Co./Bumper	  

to	  Bumper	  Auto	  Parts,	  featuring	  

Fletcher	  Lord	  Jr.	  and	  Bobby	  Lord
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HY YOU SHOULD KNOW THEM 
Crow-Burlingame Co./Bumper to Bumper, founded in 1919, 
has a long history of corporate civic leadership and philan-
thropy. “Our company is fortunate with the ability to give 

something back to the community,” Fletcher says. Employees proudly deduct 
charitable contributions from their paychecks, and the company matches each 
in the name of its employees. From Easter Seals Arkansas to Pulaski Technical 
College, Crow-Burlingame assists many local nonprofits organizations. Through-
out the years, this list has more than tripled from its original list of a couple 
dozen agencies. “No one gets a great big check, but they get one each year if we 
feel we can,” Fletcher says. 

THEIR PHILANTHROPIC LIFE WAS SHAPED BY their mother, whose 
service often involved raising money for the work of many local agencies, and 
their father, who challenged other community leaders to meet fundraising goals 
for organizations such as the Little Rock Boys Club and the YMCA.

GROWING UP, their mom’s favorite group was the Florence Crittenden 
Home – she was always doing something to support its important work. Their 
grandfather was president of the Boys Club board in 1943, the year Fletcher was 
born. Fletcher graciously served as president years later in 1997.

THEY CONTINUE TO LIVE AND GIVE IN CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
because of its philanthropic nature. The generosity of people’s time and funding 
is a big reason Little Rock is such a great place to live, say the Lords.

GIVING THANKS
“Thanksgiving – it’s just about being grateful,” says Fletcher. “I know people who 
have very little that are very grateful. It’s about where your heart is.

FAVORITE THANKSGIVING FOOD
Diane’s butter yeast rolls

Bobby Lord and Fletcher Lord Jr.

W

“Unto much is given; much is required. Generous 
donors respect their given responsibility to the 
community, and I always aspired for us to be more 
like them.” – Fletcher Lord Jr.
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OUTSTANDING	  
VOLUNTEER	  
FUNDRAISERS	  :
Melissa	  &	  Martin	  Thoma

“We are both hard-wired for creativity. 
Our recognition that the arts always need 
philanthropic support has continued to 
drive our interest, commitment and support.” 
– Martin Thoma
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HY YOU SHOULD KNOW THEM 
As principals of Thoma Thoma communication firm, Melissa 
and Martin Thoma established a company culture of giving 
to the community that appears in marketing and advertising 

campaigns across the state. Their firm has provided more than $1 million in-kind 
support to non-profit organizations that enrich the lives of all Arkansans.

THEIR PHILANTHROPIC LIFE was shaped by their immersion into the 
arts. Melissa grew up surrounded by theater, improvisation and music. They have 
always been captivated by the creativity (and risk factor) of live performance. As 
a result, their philanthropic focus shines on the artistic community.

GROWING UP, Melissa learned about philanthropy through her small Meth-
odist church in Fayetteville and her work as a candy striper for the local hospital. 
Influenced by his grandfather, Eugene M. “Gene” Poirot, an early pioneer in 
conservation, Martin learned the stewardship of natural resources.

THEY KEEP LIVING AND GIVING IN CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
because of the people, the attractions, the dining, the entertainment and “the 
little city so connected to its environment.” Within two years of moving to Little 
Rock fresh out of college nearly 30 years ago, they started their business and 
established strong roots. “We love how Central Arkansas has developed over the 
past three decades into Kiplinger’s No. 1 small city for livability,” says Martin.

SURPRISINGLY, notes Martin, many people are not aware that Wildwood 
Park is open and free for the public to enjoy every day of the week. “It is a hidden 
treasure for many people, but we are working hard to share this beautiful green 
space with everyone in Central Arkansas.”

PHILOSOPHY TO LIVE BY
Just say, “Yes!”

GIVING THANKS
Melissa and Martin are grateful for friends, faith, family, clients, the extraordi-
nary generosity of ordinary people, marathons, fresh local organic farms, team 
Thoma, the nonprofit organizations they serve, Lake Ouachita, the Arkansas 
River Trail and their smartphones.

FAVORITE THANKSGIVING FOOD
Martin – cornbread dressing with giblet gravy
Melissa – her mother’s pumpkin pie

Melissa’s hair & makeup by Jennifer Jones with Stilo Salon

W
IA


