
ach year, the American Cancer Society in Central Arkansas 
selects and applauds Faces of Cancer honorees at its an-
nual gala. The Summer in the City Gala, with a New Orleans 

theme this year, will be held Saturday, June 22 at Pavilion in the Park. 
These individuals are celebrating survival, remembering loved ones 
lost to cancer and fighting back against the disease. Each honoree 
embraces the mission of the American Cancer Society and acts as an 
advocate for cancer awareness, prevention and research. 

KRISTIN CUMMINGS
Kristin and Chuck Cummings were new parents to baby son, Zach, but were faced with 
a greater challenge when Chuck was diagnosed with transitional cell carcinoma in 2005. 
Kristin says it was scary to face the diagnosis with a baby. “Plus, there was no information 
on someone Chuck’s age (38) having this type cancer since it is rare and generally affects 
people 60 and older,” Kristin says.

With determination, Chuck fought on for five more years with Zach as an ever-present source 
of strength. Kristin uses that same determination and strength to make a difference through 
the American Cancer Society. With the strides being made in the fight against cancer, she 
says it’s key to raise awareness that more and more people are surviving the disease. Chuck 
was given a 10 percent chance to beat his cancer, but the progress made through research 
allowed him to be there for his son’s early years. “Those are four years that my 8-year-old 
remembers very well,” Kristin says.

JAMIE BYRNE
Hearing her husband had stage IV colorectal cancer was “a lighting strike sort of thing,” says 
Jamie Byrne. Chuck, who was 46 and had no family history of colorectal cancer, was given 
18 months to live. After surgeries and rounds of chemotherapy and radiation, Chuck lived 
three and half years more. Humor was a key component to helping them through the cancer 
journey; Chuck got a tattoo of Winnie the Pooh dressed as a knight. 
 
The year Chuck died, Jamie served as honorary caregiver at the Relay For Life of Lancaster, 
Penn., where images of the “Warrior Pooh” began popping up throughout the crowd as a trib-
ute. During the cancer experience, Jamie, interim dean of the College of Professional Studies 
at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, learned more about what the American Cancer 
Society’s work to find cures. She explains that some medicines Chuck took during treatment 
did not exist previously. Jamie says that ACS makes a real difference in the fight against can-
cer, but “we need to keep fighting.”
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ARKANSAS FIRST LADY GINGER BEEBE
First Lady Ginger Beebe’s mother, mother-in-law and aunt have battled cancer, and the disease has 
even affected the Beebes’ granddaughter, Alexandria, when she was diagnosed at 11 weeks old with 
neuroblastoma. Those experiences and seeing the impact of cancer make the First Lady keenly aware 
of the disease and the need for patient and caregiver support programs, organizations such as the 
American Cancer Society. 

For Ginger, fighting back means raising awareness about early detection. It also means “offering help 
to those who are in the midst of the storm” and stepping up as a volunteer to support the American 
Cancer Society. The first lady also is involved with the Central Arkansas Radiation Therapy Institute. 
She was awarded the CARTI Champion Award a few years ago in conjunction with the 33rd annual 
CARTI Festival of Trees and is a founding member and past president of the CARTI/Searcy Auxiliary. 
Humbled to be a Faces of Cancer honoree, Ginger says it gives her an opportunity to increase visibili-
ty for ACS. “But there is always so much more to do,” she says. “And that’s why volunteers are needed 
to help with the cause and funds to carry on the vision.”

KIMBERLY ENOCH
“For God does not give us more than we can handle,” says Kimberly Enoch. She learned the state-
ment from her mother, who was diagnosed with breast cancer on three separate occasions. “My 
mother is a fighter who will not let cancer define her or her life,” Kimberly adds. Kimberly fights the 

disease by serving as associate director for 
cancer control and population sciences 
for the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer 
Institute. 

Kimberly is also chairwoman of the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Leadership Council 
Early Detection and Prevention Com-
mittee. In that position, she is involved 
with education on early detection of 
age-specific cancer prevention through-
out Arkansas. It is through this work and 
personal experiences with ACS that she 
is an expert voice in what the American 
Cancer Society can do to help people stay 
healthy and get well. “They serve as an 
excellent resource dedicated to increas-
ing the number of birthdays,” she said. 
From Reach to Recovery to Look Good 
Feel Better, Kimberly says she knows the 
programs and services offered by ACS are 
beneficial.

TOMMY SMITH
Support has been a big part of Tommy 
Smith’s cancer journey. Tommy’s father 
died from cancer and his mother went 
through chemotherapy and radiation. 
Those hard times helped Tommy focus on 
quitting alcohol through support from his 
wife, faith, friends and information from   

  the American Cancer Society. 
 
Tommy, known as a 103.7 The Buzz on-air personality, helps ACS raise funds to fight cancer through 
education, research, programs and services. He started the first Living Billboard in Little Rock that 
has now evolved into the Live-In For Life three-day broadcast event. During the event, survivors, 
caregivers and volunteers are interviewed to help raise awareness for the American Cancer Society 
in Central Arkansas.
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EMILY INGRAM
Three years ago on Mother’s Day, Emily Ingram was 20 weeks pregnant with her second child. An other-
wise typical day for most expectant mothers was anything but ordinary for Emily. It was this day that she 
was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Her first priority was delivering her son, and she underwent 7 
to 12 rounds of chemotherapy before Fuller was safely delivered at 37 weeks.

Following Fuller’s birth, Emily faced her cancer with a fight. She continued her roles as a mother, 
wife and vice-president of the Arkansas Coalition of Excellence. Family, friends and faith helped her 
throughout her battle. The American Cancer Society, which is available 24 hours a day, supported Emily 
through her cancer journey. Emily celebrates being a mother to 3-year-old Kate and 2-year-old Fuller and 
the opportunity to share her hopeful story with others.

ASHER BROOKLYN RAY
Learning Asher Ray’s diagnosis of Ew-
ing’s sarcoma left parents, Justin and 
Susan Ray, heartbroken. But as fight-
ers with their faith and the support 
from family and friends, they faced 
their battle with strength and dignity. 
The family focused on learning about 
cancer and treatment. The Rays 
turned to the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s website for facts and information 
they could trust. Asher underwent 14 
rounds of chemotherapy. A portion of 
her right femur was removed, which 
was followed by radiation therapy. 
Now, Asher is a 4-year-old girl who 
has a big vocabulary and loves the 
water.

The American Cancer Society plays 
a critical role by providing informa-
tion for patients and caregivers to 
learn about cancer, research, clinical 
trials, treatment information, support 
programs.

KENNETH HALL
Unfortunately, cancer was nothing 
new to Kenny Hall when he learned 
his myeloid dysplastic syndrome had 
turned to acute myeloid leukemia – 
one of the more difficult types to treat. 

Before dealing with his own cancer, 
Kenny lost his first wife and father to the disease. Believing that God has a plan for everything, Kenny 
looked at his diagnosis and treatment as a challenge. At MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Kenny 
underwent 24-hour-a-day chemotherapy and later a stem-cell transplant. 

There were many scary moments for Kenny and his wife, Natalie, and children Reid and Krista, as his 
family faced financial burdens. Kenny was delighted to learn that MD Anderson and the American Can-
cer Society are partnering to provide free lodging to patients and caregivers who are undergoing treatment 
away from home. The executive vice president for the Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce, Kenny says 
research is an important step in the fight against cancer. Currently, the American Cancer Society is fund-
ing 924 research grants – including one in Arkansas – that are worth $463 million.
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SARA BLANCETT
 The Faces of Cancer honorees had their photographs taken on April 9 – nine years to the day after our Faces of 
Cancer photographer Sara Blancett was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. She was only 23 years old. “It was 
the good kind of leukemia, I was told,” she recounts. “They said my treatments would be very textbook.”
 For 10 months, Sara was a bald, “angry little cancer patient,” she says. She was angry that everyone else’s lives 
kept going while hers was forced to stop. During her treatments, Sara read a book about cancer survivor stories and says 
she had a hard time comprehending their sentiment that they wouldn’t give back their cancer experience if they could. 
“I never understood that idea when I was going through it, but now I feel the exact same way. Life is so easy to live now 
that I know how hard it can be. It is easier for me to be happy than it was before.”
 Sara notes there isn’t a day that goes by in which she doesn’t think about her cancer journey. “I like being 
reminded that I have done something that took so much strength and courage, something that other people have not 
done. It makes me special, makes me who I am and has given me the freedom to do what I want with my life. A strange 
blessing in disguise.”
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Congratulations to First Lady Ginger Beebe on her
recognition by the American Cancer Society of
Arkansas for bringing the fight to cancer.

You inspire us every day with your commitment
and compassion.


